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Read this excerpt from Night by Elie Wiesel: 

 “From this moment on, you are under the authority of the German army.  Anyone 

who still owns gold, silver, or watches must hand them over now.  Anyone who will be 

found to have kept any of these will be shot on the spot.  Secondly, anyone who is ill 

should report to the hospital car. That’s all.” 

 The Hungarian lieutenant went around with a basket and retrieved the last 

possessions from those who chose not to go on tasting the bitterness of fear. . .   

There was a moment of panic.  Who had screamed?  It was Mrs. Schachter.  

Standing in the middle of the car, in the faint light filtering through the windows, she 

looked like a withered tree in a field of wheat.  She was howling, pointing, through the 

window: 

 “Look! Look at this fire! This terrible fire! Have mercy on me!” 

 Some pressed against the bars to see.  There was nothing.  Only the darkness of 

night. 

 It took us a long time to recover from this harsh awakening.  We were still 

trembling, and with every screech of the wheels, we felt the abyss opening beneath us.  

Unable to still our anguish, we tried to reassure each other: 

 “She is mad, poor woman . . . “ 

 Someone had placed a damp rag on her forehead.  But she nevertheless 

continued to scream . . .  

 “Jews, listen to me,” she cried.  “I see fire! I see flames, huge flames!” 

 It was as though she were possessed by some evil spirit. 



 We tried to reason with her, more to calm ourselves, to catch our breath, than to 

soothe her: 

 “She is hallucinating because she is thirsty, poor woman . . .That’s why she 

speaks of flames devouring her . . . “ 

 But it was all in vain.  Our terror could no longer be contained.  Our nerves had 

reached a breaking point.  Our very skin was aching.  It was as though madness had 

infected all of us.  We gave up.  A few young men forced her to sit down, then bound 

and gagged her.  

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Wiesel, Elie. Night .In New Jersey McDougal Littell Literature British Literature. Boston: 

McDougal Littell, 2008. Pg. 1258-1260. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Multiple Choice Questions:  Night 

1. Which literary technique is used in the line “We were still trembling, and with 
every screech of the wheels, we felt the abyss opening beneath us” ? 

A.  Personification and simile 
B. Imagery and foreshadowing 
C. Simile and metaphor 
D. Alliteration and assonance 

 

2. The overall tone of the passage is one of 
A. Contentment  
B. Felicity 
C. Despair 
D. Anger 

 
3. Which sentence best supports your answer? 

A. It was as though she were possessed by some evil spirit. 
B. “Jews, listen to me,” she cried.  “I see fire! I see flames, huge flames!” 
C. We gave up. 
D. There was a moment of panic. 

 

We tried to reason with her, more to calm ourselves, to catch 

our breath, than to soothe her: 

 “She is hallucinating because she is thirsty, poor woman 

. . .That’s why she speaks of flames devouring her . . . “ 

 

 

4. Read the excerpt above.  What type of rhetorical device are the people on the 
train using? 
A. Understatement 
B. Simile 
C. Parallelism 
D. Oxymoron 

 
5. Underline the word or phrase that best supports your answer for number four. 

 
 

 



Essential Questions 

6. Why do readers analyze words or phrases for figurative and connotative 
meanings in a text? 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

7.  How can I develop real or imagined experiences or events when writing a 
narrative? 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Writing 
 

8. At the end of the selection, people on the train bind and gag the hysterical 
Mrs. Schachter.  Pretend that you are one of the people in that train car.  You 
must tell your fellow passengers why Mrs. Schachter should or should not be 
tied up.  You must use appropriate tone, diction, and rhetoric in order to sway 
the passengers in the car to your side. 
 
Your response should include: 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

SCORING GUIDE 

Multiple Choice Questions Answer Key 

1.  D 

2.  C 

3.  C 

4.  A 

5. Answer should include some part of “more to calm ourselves…than to soothe her” 

 

Questions 6 and 7 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. Review 

responses to determine what students already know and understand about the learning 

goals of the unit. 

 

 

Writing – Use the scoring rubric below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 

comprehension of 

key ideas and 

details 

 

The response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites convincing 

textual evidence 

to support the 

analysis, showing 

full 

comprehension of 

complex ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Response 

uses an effective, 

evidence-based 

explanation to 

support whether 

or not Mrs. 

Schachter should 

be bound and 

gagged. 

The response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites textual 

evidence to 

support the 

analysis, showing 

extensive 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Response 

uses  text 

evidence to 

support whether 

or not Mrs. 

Schachter should 

be bound and 

gagged. 

The response 

provides a mostly 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly or 

inferentially and 

cited textual 

evidence, shows a 

basic 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Response  

refers to events in 

the text as part of 

the explanation. 

The response 

provides a 

minimally 

accurate or 

inaccurate 

analysis of what 

the text says, and 

cited textual 

evidence shows 

limited or 

inaccurate 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Response 

does not explain 

why Mrs. 

Schachter should 

or should not be 

bound and 

gagged. 

No response; or 

the response is  

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

  not written in 
English 

  too limited to 
evaluate. 
 

 

 

Writing: 

development of 

ideas 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

and 

comprehensive 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear and 

convincing 

reasoning, details, 

text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently 

appropriate to the 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

largely 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides some 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

some reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

develops the 

claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements 

minimally by using 

limited reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence and/or 

description; the 

development is 

limited in its 

appropriateness 

to the task, 

purpose, and/or 

audience. 

No response; or 

the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 
 



task, purpose, and 

audience. 

Writing: 

organization 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates a 
great deal of 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression 
of ideas, making it 
fairly easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 

demonstrates 

some coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and 

logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas usually 

discernible but not 

obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited or no 

coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion, 

making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas somewhat 

or entirely 

unclear. 

 

No response; or 

the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 
 

Writing: clarity of 

language 

 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

precise language 

consistently, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

mostly precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains a mostly 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

some precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response has 

a style that has 

limited or 

impaired 

effectiveness, with 

limited or highly 

deficient 

awareness of the 

norms of the 

discipline.  The 

response includes 

limited if any 

descriptions, 

sensory details, 

linking or 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, or domain-

specific 

vocabulary. 

No response; or 

the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 
 

Writing: 

knowledge of 

language and 

conventions 

 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though 

there may be a 

few minor errors 

The response 

demonstrates a 

generally 

consistent 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are a few 

patterns of errors 

in grammar and 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited command 

of the conventions 

of standard 

English. There are 

multiple errors in 

grammar and 

usage 

demonstrating 

The response 

demonstrates 

little or no 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are 

frequent and 

varied errors in 

grammar and 

No response; or 

the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 



in grammar and 

usage, meaning is 

clear throughout 

the response. 

usage that may 

infrequently 

impede 

understanding. 

minimal control 

over language. 

There are multiple 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that 

sometimes 

impede 

understanding. 

usage, 

demonstrating 

little or no control 

over language. 

There are 

frequent 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that often 

impede 

understanding. 

 too limited to 
evaluate 
 

 


